
 

 

 
                               

 

 

Special Meeting 

Thursday, August 8, 2019, 5:30 p.m. 

Fire Station 14 

632 Langdon Street, Fayetteville, NC 28301 

 

Present: Vice-Chair Eric Olson; Dr. Mark Kendrick, Secretary; Commissioner Kevin Brooks; 

 Commissioner Rosa Garris-Turner; Commissioner Milette Harris; Commissioner 

Joshua James; Commissioner William “Bill” J. Milton, II; Commissioner Semone 

Pemberton; Commissioner Georgeanna Pinckney; Commissioner Franco Webb;  

 Commissioner Jeffrey Wire. 

 

Absent: Commissioners: Gregory Foxx; Ayax Rangel; Cherie Readus; Dawn Rheaume Maria 

del Pilar Salvat.  

 

Guest: Mrs. Wire 

 

Staff Present: Dr. Anthony Wade, Director; Yamile Nazar, Manager; Willetta Ragin, Human 

Relations Administrative Specialist; and Janet Beaudry, Office Assistant II 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by Vice-Chair Eric Olson, followed by a moment of 

silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Olson welcomed the new Human Relations Commissioners and had everyone introduce 

themselves and give a brief biography. 

 

Motion to approve agenda was made by Commissioner Wire, seconded by Commissioner Pinckney; 

vote unanimous. 

 

Motion to approve the June 13, 2019, minutes was made by Commissioner Kendrick, seconded by 

Commissioner James; vote unanimous. 

 

Committee Reports: 

  

A. ARA and MLK.  Commissioner Harris gave a verbal report. At their last meeting it was 

discussed that the foundation will no longer serve as a pass through for the funds raised for the 

academic scholarships. The Commission needs to form a 501c(3) “Friends of Human 

Relations,” or identify a local non-profit who could serve as a temporary funding administrator. 

Additionally, it was noted that as a result that the name of the scholarships is the MLK Jr. 

Scholarship it appears that certain students may not believe they should apply. Therefore, the 

committee recommends that the name be changed to the Fayetteville-Cumberland Human 

Relations Academic Scholarship. 

 

B. Rapid Response and Hate Crimes. Commissioner Brooks reported that the committee had not 

met, however he shared that plans are in place to request that the US Department of Justice 



 

Community Relations Services provide de-escalation training for commissioners and other 

community partners.  
 

C. Ad Hoc Marketing.  Commissioners Milton, Pemberton, Webb will meet immediately after the 

commission meeting. 
 

Old Business.   

 

Commissioner Brooks shared the 12th annual Gotcha Back kick-off event on August 17, 2019 from 

10:00 am – 2:00 pm on FSU campus.  Organizations will be on hand to provide information to parents 

and children. Somewhere between 750-1000 back packs will be given to attendees. This year’s them is 

physical fitness. There will be a 5K at 7:30 am. August 15, 2019 is the deadline in order to donate 

supplies that will be placed in the back packs. Supplies needed are: notebook paper, wire ring 

composition books, rulers, pencils, colored folders, toothbrushes and toothpaste.   

 

New Business. 

 

Dr. Wade shared that the NAACP’s 31st Life Membership Banquet will be held on September 28, 

2019, at the John D. Fuller Rec Center at 5:00 pm. Commissioners are asked to let the staff know if 

they wish to attend as the Department will purchase the tickets. Currently Commissioners Kendrick 

and Pinckney have confirmed their attendance. 

 

Commissioner Wire reported that Women’s Equality Day will be held on Tuesday, August 28, 2019 at 

Iron Mike Conference Center from 11:45 am – 1:00 pm. He added that the Army is going to 

discontinue the monthly observance and replace them for one annual celebration of Army Heritage. It 

appears that the month of June was selected for 2020. 

 

Commissioner James reported that as of December 2018 a group of about 100 volunteers from 

Fayetteville have been meeting Grey Hound buses transporting immigrants from detention centers to 

other states further north with lay-over / transfers to other buses. Most are from Central American and 

do not have a command of the English language. The volunteers provide food and medicine, when 

needed. Other items needed and supplied are baby diapers, women’s sanitary supplies, baby formula, 

women’s inner clothing, and other necessities. According to persons assisted all of their possessions 

are either taken by people in Mexico or ICE on the U.S. side of the border. Volunteers meet three 

buses per day; midnight, 4:55 am and 5:30 pm. The Migrant Assistance Project has assisted over 1,600 

people thus far. A brochure was shared with the commission that explains the project. This 

humanitarian effort is happening across the state and country. Here in Fayetteville the effort is 

maintained at the downtown FAST Center. 

 

Dr. Wade reported that this board has been recognized as the hardest working board in the county.  On 

Monday, August 12, 2019 the Annual Report will be presented to City Council by Commissioner 

Olson.  Dr. Wade will send it out as a drop box link.  On August 18 – 21, Dr. Wade will attend the 

annual IAOHRA conference.  He reported that the Municipal Equity Index has been completed and 

supplied to the Human Rights Commission. If upheld by the Commission, Fayetteville’s current score 

is 58 out of a possible 122 points.  

 

Commissioners Harris and Wire spoke about the suicide rate in the armed forces, especially the Air 

Force and what they are doing to decrease that number.   

 

Director’s Report:  Dr. Anthony Wade. See attached. 

 



 

Next Commission meeting will take place on September 12, 2019, at 5:30 pm. at Festival Park Plaza 

Training Room. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m., motion to adjourn by Commissioner Harris, seconded by 

Commissioner Pinckney. Vote unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

Approved_______________________________ 

   (Date) 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Dr. Mark Kendrick, Secretary  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


